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and the curiosities, would remain in the country; whereas, if
they were sold into another kingdom, the nation would in-
deed get some money, but would lose the pictures and curi-
osities, which it would be desirable we should have, for
improvement in taste and natural history. The only question
was, as the nation was much in want of money, whether it
would not be better to take a large price from a foreign
State?'
He entered upon a curious discussion of the difference
between intuition and sagacity; one being immediate in its
effect, the other requiring a circuitous process; one he ob-
served was the eye of the mind, the other the nose of the
mind.
A young gentleman [Richard Burke] present took up the
argument against him, and maintained that no man ever
thinks of the nose of the mind, not adverting that though that
figurative sense seems strange to us, as very unusual, it is
truly not more forced than Hamlet's *In my mind's eye>
Horatio.' He persisted much too long, and appeared to
Johnson as putting himself forward as his antagonist with too
much presumption; upon which he called to him in a loud
tone, 'What is it you are contending for, if you be contend-
ing?' And afterwards imagining that the gentleman retorted
upon him with a kind of smart drollery, he said, cMr
[Burke], it does not become you to talk so to me. Besides,
ridicule is not your talent; you have there neither intuition
nor sagacity.' The gentleman protested that he had intended
no improper freedom, but had the greatest respect for Dr
Johnson. After a short pause, during which we were some-
what uneasy, - JOHNSON. 'Give me your hand, Sir. You
were too tedious, and I was too short.9 MR [BURKE]. *Sir, I
am honoured by your attention in any way.' JOHNSON.
eCome, Sir, let's have no more of it. We offended one an-
other by our contention; let us not offend the company
by our compliments.'
He now said, 'He wished much to go to Italy, and that he
dreaded passing the winter in England.' I said nothing; but
enjoyed a secret satisfaction in thinking that I had taken the
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